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1. Primate-centric bias
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“Goats cause deforestation. Worms enrich the soil. Beavers flood valleys. ...”
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“Seabirds dumped so much guano on the island of Nauru that, now that the
Nauruans have sold it all, there’s hardly any island left.”
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To find animals that can indeed combine communicative stuff is the Holy Grail

for those who believe that ACSs segued seamlessly into language-strong
continuists, let’s call them.
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“Eors Szathmary, John Maynard Smith’s ex-student now with the Hungarian

think tank Collegium Budapest, made a nice distinction in a recent paper between
changes that are variation-limited and changes that are selection-limited. ... .”
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1. Stands for “The University of California, Berkley”.
2. Julian Offray de La Mattrie
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“You and I have a purely species-specific view of language. To us it’s the
ultimate adaptation, the core of what we are. We can’t imagine a species that
wouldn’t be delighted to have it-that once it got it, wouldn’t cling to it and exploit

it as thoroughly as it could.”
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“Indeed, there were several varieties of large herbivores: mammoths,
deinotheriums, and other predecessors of modern elephants, and the ancestors of
rhinoceros and hippopotami.”
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