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Identifying Basic Vocabulary of llliterate and Low-Literate Iranian Adults:
The Case of Literacy Movement Organization of Iran Learners
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Introduction

Language plays a crucial role in learning through hearing, reading, and writing.
While learning often begins with listening, reading is the second linguistic tool for
education, with the emphasis shifting from "learning to read" to "reading to learn"
in later elementary grades. Writing, as the third linguistic mechanism, is a
cognitive activity and a valuable tool for enhancing comprehension and learning.
While language encompasses various units, words are considered the building
blocks and the "heart of any language". Words, unlike phonemes and sentences, are
neither limited nor unlimited, and are viewed as the first mental unit of a language.
Just as different linguistic units vary in importance, so do various types of
vocabulary. Experts in the field of education and learning have defined a category
of words known as "basic vocabulary". According to Haghshenas, basic vocabulary
includes words that are commonly shared among all speakers of a language. Ameri
and Zolfaghari define it as a collection of words with the highest frequency of
occurrence in the spoken and written forms of a language. Carter (1998) notes that
basic vocabulary consists of a limited number of high-frequency words that are
resistant to being replaced by other words. They are essential for language users to
simplify communication in specific contexts, such as when communicating with
children or foreigners. Additionally, basic vocabulary is a key component of plain
language writing, which is crucial for authors of educational and academic books.
While some basic words are specialized, others are general and used for routine
communication, with adult basic vocabulary being the most familiar, frequently
used, and everyday words.

The importance of basic vocabulary in the educational process is due to the
continuous flow of information and messages in the classroom. The effectiveness
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of teaching and learning is directly tied to the success of communication between
the teacher and the learner. A major challenge in Iran's education system, as noted
by Nematzadeh and colleagues (1390), is that those involved in Persian language
education and textbook authors do not have a precise understanding of the most
common and suitable words for teaching. They often rely on intuition and
experience to select words for educational texts. Furthermore, the difference
between the native language of many adult learners and the language of instruction
(Persian), as well as issues arising from socioeconomic factors that limit
vocabulary, highlights the need to understand the lexical knowledge of learners.
Experts in adult literacy believe that educational books should be localized to be
appropriate and familiar to the audience, and understanding basic vocabulary is a
crucial step in this process.

The key reasons for the importance and necessity of this research are: the role of
basic vocabulary in education, the lack of a comprehensive study on the basic
vocabulary of illiterate and low-literate learners in the Literacy Movement
Organization, the difference between the native language of some of these learners
and the instructional language (Persian), the varying levels of vocabulary among
learners due to social and family factors, the need for authors of educational texts
to be familiar with basic vocabulary to write appropriate content, and the difference
between the basic vocabulary of adult literacy learners and school-aged children.
Therefore, this research aimed to identify the basic vocabulary of illiterate and low-
literate adults across the country and to answer the fundamental question: what is
the basic vocabulary and the frequency of each word among illiterate and low-
literate adults in Iran ?

Literature Review

The field of basic vocabulary has been a subject of interest for researchers in
various disciplines, such as language teaching, lexicography, and textbook writing.
Below are some of the most important studies conducted in Iran and abroad.

A. Domestic Research

Fereydoun Badreh'i (1350): The first major work in Iran was his doctoral
dissertation, "The Lexical Breadth of Elementary School Children Based on Their
Writings". This study, which analyzed 98,769 words from 1,085 letters written by
elementary students, identified 8,712 linguistic forms and 4,598 different words.
Based on frequency and distribution, 775 words were determined as the basic
vocabulary for this age group.

Leili Ayman (1357): Her ten-year research, titled "A List of the Most Frequent
Words of Children (6 to 12 years old),” collected and analyzed approximately four
million words from oral and written sources, resulting in a list of 2,398 words.
Zarghamian (1360s): In his doctoral dissertation, "Reading VVocabulary of Iranian
Elementary School Children," he presented a list of 13,000 words with a frequency
of over 90,000, based on 87 books and 9 articles and stories.
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Safarpoor (1360s): His research titled "Basic Vocabulary of First to Fifth Grade
Classes" analyzed words from elementary school textbooks and Literacy
Movement books, presenting a list of about 26,000 words, of which 1,000 were
from Literacy Movement books.

Nemat-zadeh et al. (1380-1384): The national research "ldentifying the Basic
Persian Vocabulary of Iranian Elementary Students" was conducted with the
participation of 20,000 students and 750 teachers to identify words familiar to
elementary students. The study produced three sets of vocabulary: productive,
receptive, and teacher-identified.

Kookabi and Cheraghi (1392): Their exploratory study aimed to identify the basic
reading vocabulary of elementary school children and compare it with their writing
vocabulary. The study analyzed 162,650 linguistic forms and 6,155 words from
children's storybooks, ultimately identifying 1,602 basic reading words.

B. Foreign Research

Thorndike (1944): He analyzed 4.5 million words from 120 books to estimate
about 20,000 basic words in the English language.

Rinsland (1945): His study, "Basic Vocabulary of Elementary School Students,"
examined the writings of students from different parts of the United States.

West (1953): He presented a list of high-frequency words in his book, "A General
English Word List," to serve as a guide for creating simple reading materials.
Dalton (1999): He created a list of high-frequency English words for Japanese
learners, which included 734 basic words selected from West's 2,000 most frequent
words.

Angelo (2005): His research on Japanese students showed that focusing on basic
words in the curriculum is a key strategy for English language development.
Chambubotter et al: (2009).

They identified the basic vocabulary of the Thai language from credible written
sources.

Methodology

This research is a descriptive and applied study. The descriptive method involves
collecting data to test hypotheses or answer questions about the current state of the
subjects.

Measurement Tool: A 24-page booklet was used, designed by the researcher based
on the tests from Nematzadeh et al.'s research on elementary school basic
vocabulary. The booklet had 24 topics, each with images of four to five examples
of the topic. The topics included: Art/Literature, Sports/Games/Entertainment,
Tools/Technology, Body, Clothing/Makeup, Education, Animals, Family,
Home/Living  Environment, Food, Religion/Ethics, Social Relations/
Communication, Events, Behavior, Colors, Travel/Transportation, Health/Hygiene,
Nature, Work/Skills, Quantity, Quality, Plants, Concepts, and Materials/Elements.
During the individual interviews, participants were asked to tell a story or say
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whatever came to their mind about each of the 24 topics. This allowed for the
identification of the most frequent words used by the participants.

Statistical Population, Sampling Method, and Sample Size: The statistical
population of the study included all illiterate and low-literate adult men and women
in the Literacy Movement Organization's literacy classes in Iran. Based on the need
for at least 100 participants for each subgroup in a survey study, a sample size of
600 people was initially planned. The study used a purposive sampling method to
cover different strata and provinces. The three groups studied were industrial-
worker, agricultural, and women. The provinces of Alborz, Isfahan, Khorasan-
Razavi, and Tehran were selected for industrial-worker populations, while
Markazi, Fars, Mazandaran, and Khuzestan were chosen for agricultural
populations. Additionally, Khorasan-Razavi, Mazandaran, Tehran, Kermanshah,
and Khuzestan were selected for the women's group. Due to the low participation
of men in the classes, women were used as replacement samples where necessary.
Data Analysis: The research was conducted in several stages. After selecting the
provinces, researchers went to the Literacy Movement centers to identify and
interview the participants. The interviews were fully recorded and transcribed. The
data was then analyzed using a content analysis method. Descriptive statistics
(frequency) and frequency distribution tables were used to present the findings.

Results

The research data was analyzed using content analysis. The findings are presented
in the following frequency distribution tables:

Table 1: Frequency Distribution of Participants by Gender, Literacy Level, and Province

Gender Gender and literacy level Literacy level
. Female | Male Female Male
Row | Provinces Low Low Illiterate Low
. Illiterate | | . Illiterate literacy
Literacy Literacy
1 |Alborz 32 18 18 14 8 10 26 24
2 |lIsfahan 25 25 12 13 12 13 24 26
3 |Khorasan-e 65 | 25 32 22 13 12 45 45
Razavi
4 | Tehran 65 25 30 35 12 13 42 48
5 | Markazi 30 20 16 14 10 10 26 24
6 |Fars - 50 - - 25 25 25 25
7 | Mazandaran 40 50 20 20 20 30 40 50
8 | Khuzestan 50 40 14 36 22 18 36 54
9 | Kermanshah 40 - 20 20 - - 20 20
Total 347 253 162 185 122 131 284 316

Out of 600 participants, 347 (57.8%) were women and 253 (42.2%) were men .
Moreover 284 (47/4%) were illiterate and 316 (52.6%) were low-literate. The
number of participants from provinces with two strata (Khorasan-Razavi, Tehran,
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Mazandaran, and Khuzestan) was 90, while the number from provinces with only
one stratum (Alborz, Isfahan, Markazi, Fars, and Kermanshah) ranged from 40 to
50.

Table 2: Frequency Distribution of High-Frequency Words of Illiterate and Low-
Literate Adults

The total number of words used by the 600 participants was 691,000, with
approximately 12,000 unique words. The analysis identified the following as the
most frequent words:

Row |Word Frequenc| [29. |Religion 1326 57. |Society 911
y 30. |Woman/ 1305 58. |Water 890
. |Good 14219 Female 59. |Travel/Tri 882
2. |Work 6190 31. |Ethics/ 1300 p
3. |Child/ 4591 Morality 60. |Quran 881
Childhood 32. |Health 1299 61. |Tree 877
4. House/ 4510 33. |Car 1292 62. |Lesson 869
Home 34. |Day 1269 63. |Way/Path/| 854
5 |Use 3755 35. |Outside 1237 Road
6. |After 3733 36. |Plant 1228 64. |Education 850
7 Correct 2934 37. |Bad 1210 65. |Relationsh 846
8. Person 2827 38. |Woman 1194 ip
9. Friend 2811 39. |Hygiene/ 1162 66. |Meter 823
10. |Color 2724 Sanitation 67. |Neighbor 761
11. |Family 2354 40. |Art 1144 68. |Husband 761
12. |Place 2331 41. |Quality 1137 69. |Chicken 760
13. |Life 2058 42. |Makeup 1129 70. |Way 748
14. |Food/Nutri| 2048 43. |Fun/Recre | 1124 71. |Inside 743
tion ation 72. |Year 725
15. Someone 1999 44. Head 1121 73. Green/ 723
16. |Body 1975 45. |People 1110 Greens
17. |Clothes 1878 46. |Healthy 1096 74. |Tailor 710
18. |Game 1816 47. |Size 1093 75. |Respect 706
19. |Tool 1799 48. |God 1090 76. |Happy 703
20. |[Sport 1770 49. |Father 1076 77. |Type/ 682
21. |Human 1725 50. |Clean 1043 Kind
22. |Education 1699 51. |Fruit 1040 78. |Opinion/ 682
23. |Hand 1630 52. |Prayer 1035 View
24. [Type 1535 53. [Mother 1034 79. |Time/ 665
25. |Behavior 1501 54.  |Meat 989 Moment
26. |Materials 1395 55.  |Man/Men 965 80. | Before/ 664
27. |Flower 1364 56. |Observanc| 960 oT Egg"(‘i’%ged —
28. |Nature 1350 ¢
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82. |Environme| 657 118. |Train 491 155. |Person 384
nt 119. |Literacy 488 156. |Bathroom 376
83. |Open 655 120. |Time 487 157. |Sea 375
84. |Word/Spee| 647 121. |Event 484 158. |Useful 375
ch 122. [Sir/Gentle | 482 159. [Fish 373
85. |Skill 637 men 160. [Mountain 371
86. |Communit| 631 123. |Sheep 479 161. |City 368
y 124. |Help 478 162. |Horse 366
87. |Time/Load| 627 125. |Boy 478 163. [Need 365
/Burden 126. |Pain 470 164. |Bread 364
88. |Sick 613 127. [Milk 468 165. |Month/ 364
89. [Morning 608 128. |Refrigerat | 466 Moon
90. |Vegetable 596 or 166. |Carry/ 362
91. |Foot o84 129. |Important | 460 Transport
92. |Toothbrus | 583 130. [Thought 450 167. [Much/ 362
h 131. |Islam 450 Many
93. |Clothes 581 132. |Look 445 168. [Bus 353
94. |Eye 576 133. [White 443 169. |Breakfast 349
95. |Cow 559 134. |Know/ 441 170. |Width 342
96. |Forest 549 Aware 171. |Village 340
97. |Old 546 135. [Inside 438 172. |Cause 339
98. |Football 544 136. |Difference | 433 173. |Egg 339
99. _|Broken >42 137. [Night 432 174. [Room 338
100. |Madam/La| 540 138. |Airplane 421 175. |Gas 336
dy 139. |Literature | 418 176. |Wild 336
101. |Animal 533 140. Tmam 416 177. |Pilgrimage| 336
102. |EBarth/Land| 532 141. |Animal 414 178. |Doctor 335
103. |Comfortab| 532 142. |Scale 413 179. |Painting 334
le/Easy 143. |Each other | 411 180. |Building 332
104. |Park 526 144, |Far 411 181. |Shoe 329
105. |Up/Above | 519 145. |Girl 308 182. |Interest 328
106. |Television 518 146 1A/ 408 183. |Teacher 328
107. |Ear 513 Weather 184. |[Warm 326
108. |Rice >11 147. |Domestica | 406 185. |Problem 324
109. |Blue 509 ted 186. |Electricity 324
110. |Apple 508 148. |Beautiful 400 187. |Part 321
111. |Fire 507 149. |On foot 397 188. |Try 317
112. |Farmer 502 150. |Peace/Cal | 394 189. |Tooth 317
113. [School 497 m 190. |Different 315
114. Big 497 151. |Tall/Loud | 394 191. |Carpet 311
115. |Talk 496 152. |Aspect 390 192. |Hello/ 309
116. |Red 495 153. Earthquak 390 Greetings
117. |Mood/Spir| 494 e 193. |Child 309
it 154. |Side 386 194. |Mashhad 306
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195. |Pants 300 236. |Lunch 244 nt
196. |Collection/| 299 237. |Job 244 277. |Assumptio| 199

Sum 238. |Consumpti| 243 n
197. |Harm 298 on 278. |Relatives 197
198. |Small 298 239. |Shirt 242 279. |Riding 197
199. [Happy 298 240. |Careful 242 280. |Time 197
200. |Yellow 297 241. |Face 241 281. |Motorcyel | 195
201. |Dependenc| 291 242. |Collision 241 e

e 243. |Event 240 282. |Computer 194
202. |Chador 290 244. |Account 240 283. |Week 194
203. |Tea 290 245. |Tidy 237 284. |Collision/ 193
204. |Flood 286 246. |Carpet 236 Accident
205. |Marriage 285 247. |All 231 285. |Summer 192
207. |Progress 284 249. |Black 228 287. |Brother 190
208. |Carpet 282 250. Technolog 228 288. |Less 190

Weaving y 289. |Winter 189
209. Brlght 281 251. Previous]y 225 290. |Dish/ 187
210. |Condition 280 252. |Accident 225 Container
211. |Class 280 253. |Kitchen 225 291. |Tomato 186
212. |Money 277 254. |Between 223 292. |Street 185
213. |Beside 274 255. |Really 222 293. |Gender/ 184
214. |Cleaning 274 256. |Heart 222 Type/Mate
215. |Promise 273 257. |Rain 221 rial
216. |Vegetables| 272 258. |After/ 220 294. |Young 184
217. |Front 270 Following 295. |Language | 182
218. |Sleep 269 259. |Line 219 296. |Brick 181
219. |Property 265 260. |Iran 218 297. [Wood 180
220. |Under 265 261. |Found 217 298. [World 180
221. [Mason 265 262. |Yard 216 299._|Short 180
222. |Travel 263 263. [Mind 215 300._|Satisfied 180
223. [Hard 263 264. |Best 212 301. [Hijab 179
224. |Necessary 262 265. |Book 210 302. |Alley 179
225. |Broom 261 266. |Awake 209 303. |Garden 177
226. |Stone 257 267. |Again 208 304. |Wheel 176
227. |Older 254 268. |God 207 305. |Dirty 176
228. [Place 252 269. |Volleyball | 206 306. |Sister 176
229. |How much| 251 270. |Members 205 307. [Kilo 176
230. |Instead 251 271. |Politeness | 204 308. |Dinner 176
231. |Existence 250 272. |Shop 204 309. |Service 175
232. |Memory 248 273. |Annoy 204 310. |Natural 175
233, |[Mosque 247 274. |Benefit 203 311. |Gratitude 174
234, |Concepts 246 275. |Such 202 312. |Bicycle 174
235. |Fabric 244 276. |Sick/Patie | 202 313. |Cement 174
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314. |Impact 173 348. |Complete/ 146 388. |Ramadan 126
315. |Wheat 172 Perfect 389. |[New 126
316. |Down/Bel | 172 349. |Wall 144 390. |Ship 124

ow 350. |Soil/Dust 144 391. |Ride 124
317. |Manteau 172 351. |Specific 144 392. |Excellent 123

(Overcoat) 352. |Near/Close| 143 393. |Wedding 123
318. |Thread/Co | 172 353. |Life/Soul 143 394. |Accept 123

tton 354. |Brain 142 395. |Fresh 121
319. |Start 169 355. |Special 142 396. |Expense 121
320. |Quantity 169 356. |Leopard 141 397. |Country 121
321. [Window | 167 357. |Simple 141 398. |Length 121
322. |Trash 166 358. |Soap 141 399. |Snow 121
323. |Personal 166 359. [Stew 141 400. [Part/ 121
324. |Importanc 166 360. |Coffee 140 Section

€ 361. |Tomorrow | 140 401. |Swimming| 118
325. |Plaster 165 362. |Cheese 139 402. [North 118
326. |Which 164 363. |Guest 138 403. |Air 118
327. [Mouth 161 364. |Glass 137 Conditione
328. |Argument/| 161 365. |Heavy 136 r

Fight 366. |Iron 136 404. |Individual | 117
329. |Facilities 160 367. |Dog 135 405. |Market 117
330. Qrass 160 368. |Rooster 135 406. |Kidney 117
331. |Pink 159 369. [Need 135 407. |Dairy 116
332. |Yogurt 157 370. |Black 134 408. |Verdant 116
333. gurchase/ 157 371. |Noon 134 409. [Other/Non | 115

u 372. |About 134 | [410. [Bone 114
334. OCr?ntlnuatl 156 373 |Muslim izi a11. (Slggllfgious) 113

374. |Wolf

S | e
337. |Upset i:: 376. Ct}llcumber 133 413. |Medicine 112
338. |Calm 377. |Area/Regi 132 414. |Leaf 112
339. |Elements 152 on 415. |Right 112
340. |Blood 152 378. |Company 131 416. |Device/ 112
341. |Grape 150 379. |Chemical 131 Machine
342. Reform’ 149 380. |Understan 131 417. |Hair 111

Correction ding 418. |Season 111
343. |Weight 148 381, |Memory 131 419. |oil 110
344. |Suitable/ 148 382, |Tired 130 420. [Nerves 110

?pproprlat 383. |Table 130 421. |Watermelo| 110
345. |Liquid 147 384. |Driver o 122 I%ime/ 110
346. |Enter/ @7 | g3 Lie o |mmst

Import 386. |Preserve 128 YoF (?Srgiie T
347, |Future 196 | (387 |Ball i -
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424. |Operation/ | 109 463. |Breeding/ 96 502. |Wind 88
Action Cultivation 503. |Soup 88
425, |Purple 108 464. |Butter 96 504. |Pressure 88
426. |Rest 108 465. |Side/Direc 96 505. |Normal 88
427. |Scarf 107 tion 506. |Abgoosht 87
428. |Science/K | 107 466. |Doll 26 507. |Weak 87
nowledge 467. |Stomach 96 508. |Period 87
429. |Ready 107 468. |Bell 95 509. |Damage 87
430. |Storm 106 469. |Rest/Rema| 95 510. |Dad 87
431. |Pomegrana| 106 ining 511. [Smell 87
te 470. |Desert 95 512. |Blessing 36
432, |Care 106 471. |Twenty 94 513. |Shia 36
433. |Types 106 472. |Role 94 514. |Halal 36
434. |Honey 105 473. |Space 94 515. |Homemad 85
435. |Kind 105 474. |Cool 93 .
436. |Meaning 105 475. |People/ 93 516. |Appointme| 85
437. |Nail 104 Individuals at
438. |Dark 104 476. |Bakery 93 517. |Trouble/Ef| 84
439. |Familiar 104 477. |Chair 93 fort
440. |Dry 104 478. |Tile 93 518. |Value 84
441. |Polluted 104 479. |Care 23 519. |Narcotic 84
442 . |Pleasure 103 480. |Cold 93 520. Spoon 83
443, |Coat 102 481. |Free 93 521. |Washing 83
444, |Faith 102 482. |Reception/ 92 machine
445. |Sugar 101 Hosting 522. |Obligatory | 83
446. |Friend 101 483. |Plain 92 523. |Telephone 83
447. |Orange 100 484. |Cold 92 524. |Growth 83
448. |Successful | 100 485. |Friends 92 525. |Clean 83
449. |Toilet 99 486. |Daily o1 526. |Answer 83
450. |Half 99 487. |Term 1 527. |Office/Ad | 82
451. |Strong 99 488. |Around 21 ministratio
452. (Soul 98 489. |Field 91 n
453. |Before 98 490. |Town 90 528. |Hobby/Ent| 82
454. |Fat 98 491. |Education 90 ertainment
455. nght/ 98 492. [Term 90 529. Ratio{ 82
Truth 493. |First 90 Relation
456. |Toman 97 494. |Furniture 89 530. |Pattern/ 82
457. |Sweet/ 97 495. |Culture 89 Model
Pastry 496. |Affection 89 531. [Happy 81
458. |Cooking 97 497. |Road 89 532. |Red 81
459. |Effort 97 493. [Sweat 89 533. f‘hm(R“g 81
460. |Orange 97 499. | Summa 89 -
461 Jnake % 500 News | 534. |Specific %0
462. |Heart 96 501. [Movement 88 335, I:gamtenan 80
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536. [Map 80 573. |Traditional| 70 609. |Fresh 62
537. |Camel 80 574. |Pipe 70 610. |Garbage 62
538. |Unemploy 79 575. |Personality| 70 611. |Absence 62
ed 576. |Fast/ 70 612. |Past 62
539. |Servant/Sl 79 Quick 613. |Nose 61
ave 577. |Desert 69 614. |Dough/ 60
540. |[Melon 9 578. |Expensive | 68 Paste
541. |Animal 9 579. |Alive 68 615. |Amount 60
husbandry 580. |Name 68 616. |Shape 60
542. [Bean 8 581. [Eid 68 617. |Basketball | 60
543. |Spring 78 (Festival) 618. |Energy 60
544. |Walnut 78 582. |Ugly 68 619. |Pot 59
545. |Firm 8 583. |Mistake 67 620. |Club 59
546. |Rope 78 584. |Persian 67 621. |Cut 59
547. |Engineer 78 585. [Bee 67 622. |Spicy/Fast 59
548. |Embroider | 78 586. |Famous 67 623. |[Knowledg 59
y 587. |Legumes/P| 67 e
549. |Tablecloth 77 ulses 624. |Ant 58
550. |Sock 77 588. |Vitamin 67 625. |Object/ 58
551. |River 76 589. |End/Last 67 Body
552. |Duty 76 590. |Including 66 626. |Aunt 58
553. |Sound 76 591. |Fat 66 (Maternal)
554. |Still 75 592. |Cherry 66 627. |Presence 58
555. |Knitting 75 593. |Taste/Pref 65 628. |Title 58
556. |Attention 75 erence 629. |Rosewater 58
557. |Production| 75 594. |Informatio 65 630. |Property 58
558. |Butterfly 74 n 631. |Donkey 57
559. |Guidance | 74 595. |Program 65 632. |Affected 57
560. |Scale/Mea 73 596. |Light 65 633. |Group/Han| 57
sure (Weight) dle
561. |Seed 73 597. |Cat 65 634. |Gold 57
562. |Choice 73 598. |Bird 65 635. |Barley 57
563. |Friday 73 599. |Worship 64 636. |Tractor 57
564. |Sunset 72 600. |Sky 64 637. [Doogh 57
565. Feeling 72 601. [Cost 64 (Yogurt
566. |Alone 71 602. |Hat 64 Drink)
567. |Prayer 71 603. |Column 63 638. |University 57
568. |Bear 71 604. |Wool 63 639. |Torn 57
569. |Maghna'eh| 70 605. |Empty 63 640. |Curse 56
(Headscarf 606. |Barbersho 63 Word
) p 641. |Professor 56
570. |Beard 70 607. |Lip 62 642. |Lawn 56
571. |Peach 70 608. |Coverage/ 62 643. |Beautiful 56
572. |Intimate 70 Covering 644. |Ghormeh 56
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(Stew) 664. |Carpenter 53 682. |Lamb 50
645. |0Old (Age) 56 665. |Blouse 52 683. |Severe 50
646. |Permission| 56 666. |Lentil 52 684. |Flour 49
647. |Fox 56 667. |Sun 52 685. |Closet 49
648. |Sand 56 668. |Forbidden 51 686. |Sign/ 49
649. |Hook 56 669. |Glass 51 Painting
650. |Value 56 670. |Consultati 51 687. |Manners/E| 49
651. |Outside/ 56 on tiquette

Foreign 671. |Off/Exting 51 688. |Mourning 49
652. |Busy/ 56 uished 689. |Pear 48

Engaged 672. |Last Year 51 690. |Eggplant 48
653. |Photo 55 673. |Prophet 51 691. |Bride 48
654. |Waist 55 674. |Neck 51 692. |Queue/ 48
655. |Dangerous 55 675. |Stair 50 Row
656. |Sun 55 676. |Harassmen| 50 693. |Thin 48
657. |Residence 55 t/Annoyan 694. |Duck 48
658. |Kebab 55 ce 695. |Pencil 47
659. |Service 55 677. |Chick 50 696. |Couch 47
660. [Minute 53 678. |Breath 50 697. [Sin 47
661. [Banana 53 679. |Tiger 50 698. |Fan 47
662. |Inside 53 680. |Comfort 50 699. [Donkey 46
663. |Cigarette 53 681. [Spouse 50 700. |Bank 46
Discussion

The findings of this research highlight the most frequently used words by illiterate
and low-literate adults in Iran. The analysis of the data revealed that words like
"good," "work," "child/childhood,” "home," and "use" are among the most
common, reflecting the daily realities and concerns of the target population. The
high frequency of words related to family, daily life, health, and social interactions
suggests that these topics are central to the lives and conversations of illiterate and
low-literate adults.

This study's findings are of significant importance for educational policymakers
and authors of literacy materials. The identified basic vocabulary can serve as a
foundation for developing educational books that are more relevant, familiar, and
effective for adult learners. By incorporating these high-frequency words into
textbooks and instructional materials, educators can bridge the gap between the
learners' existing vocabulary and the language used for instruction. This approach
can make the learning process more accessible and engaging, ultimately leading to
higher rates of success in literacy programs. The study's results also underscore the
need to localize educational materials to better suit the specific linguistic and
cultural contexts of adult learners.
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The contrast between the vocabulary of adult learners and that of school children,
as noted in the introduction, further emphasizes the need for tailored materials.
While previous studies have focused on the vocabulary of children, this research
fills a crucial gap by focusing on the specific needs of adult learners in the Literacy
Movement Organization. The findings provide a valuable, evidence-based list of
words that can be used to improve the content of educational resources for this
underserved population.
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