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1. Introduction

Persian language, known for its rich cultural and historical significance, exhibits a
captivating linguistic feature that has intrigued linguists and scholars alike: the
limited presence of simple verbs and the widespread usage of compound verb
constructions. This particular aspect raises a series of important questions regarding
the development of the Persian language, especially in the context of the historical
influence of Arabic and other contributing factors. This study aims to delve deeply
into the reasons behind the scarcity of simple verbs in Persian, spotlighting the
dominance of compound constructions and how these patterns reflect broader
linguistic, cultural, and historical dynamics.

At the core of this exploration is the historical backdrop of Persian's evolution, with
a focus on the profound impact of the Arab conquest in the 7" century. The
subsequent influence of the Arabic language created a substantial shift in Persian's
linguistic landscape, which calls for a nuanced investigation of its grammatical
structures. Through a combination of historical analysis and contemporary linguistic
assessment, this research seeks to draw connections between the Arabic linguistic
dominance and the resulting decline of simple verbs in favor of more complex verbal
forms.

Persian, a language intricately tied to Iranian culture and history, possesses unigue
grammatical characteristics that merit deeper examination. The prominence of
compound verb constructions over their simpler counterparts has become a
distinctive hallmark of Persian, leading us to question why this pattern has emerged.
Thus, this study aims to analyze the sociolinguistic context surrounding Persian,
particularly the repercussions of the Arabic language's pervasive influence following
the Arab conquest, which not only altered the linguistic framework but also
transformed cultural narratives encapsulated in the language.
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2. Methodology

In addressing the issue at hand, it is vital to recognize that the limited presence of
simple verbs in Persian is not merely a reflection of Arabic dominance. Rather, it
appears to involve a complex interplay of cultural phenomena and the internal
evolution of the language itself. For this analysis, we scrutinize historical documents
and contemporary linguistic practices to establish a comprehensive understanding of
how Persian has transformed over the centuries. Our study postulates that while the
direct imposition of compound verbs by Arabic might not be evident, the prestige
associated with Arabic, particularly in domains like literature and administration,
significantly bolstered the popularity of these constructions, thus indirectly
contributing to the shrinkage of simple verbs.

A Part of our investigation involves a comprehensive statistical approach, wherein
we analyze a corpus of Persian literature spanning from the 4th to the 15th century
AH (After Hijra). This corpus serves as a crucial resource for uncovering patterns
and trends in verb usage, especially highlighting the evolution from simple to
compound constructions. Through a meticulous examination of this literature, a
substantial increase in the prevalence of compound verbs is revealed, particularly
those intricately tied to Arabic elements. Importantly, this spike in compound verb
usage is most pronounced during the middle Ages, specifically from the 9th to the
13th centuries, an era marked by a flourishing of Persian literature heavily influenced
by Arabic stylistic and grammatical norms.

3. Discussion

The consequences of the Arab conquest were indeed far-reaching, introducing a
plethora of Arabic vocabulary and grammatical structures into the Persian linguistic
fabric. As Arabic emerged as the dominant language of administration, religion, and
literature, it exerted considerable influence over Persian syntax and lexicon. This
shift toward compound verb structures can be interpreted as a linguistic adaptation,
illustrating how speakers of Persian incorporated Arabic lexical items into their daily
communication and literary expressions.

Historically, it is essential to recognize that both simple and compound verb forms
coexisted within the Middle Persian dialect. However, the earlier linguistic
landscape did not prioritize one structure over the other. Analyzing the framework
during the Middle Persian era sheds light on an intriguing balance between simple
and compound verbs, which offered speakers a wide range of expressive
possibilities. Nevertheless, the post-conquest era marked a significant turning point,
as the infusion of Arabic vocabulary and syntactical structures began to reshape the
existing paradigm. The gradual predominance of compound verb forms reflects this
transition, marking a shift in how Persian speakers constructed meaning and
expressed identity.
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To further substantiate our claims, this research employs rigorous statistical analysis
of the aforementioned corpus, which spans an essential timeline for evaluating verb
usage in Persian. This period, a rich tapestry of socio-linguistic interactions and
developments, provides the necessary context to appreciate the evolution of
compound and simple verbs. The outcomes of our analysis reveal a remarkable trend:
the rise in the use of compound verbs, especially those incorporating Arabic
elements, sharply peaked during the middle Ages and has persisted in varying
degrees in subsequent centuries.

Interestingly, a notable trend over the past two centuries reveals a resurgence or
reintegration of native Persian elements within compound verb structures. This
suggests an ongoing adaptation and evolution of the Persian language that denotes a
deliberate movement toward preserving and revitalizing indigenous expressiveness
in the face of prevailing historical influences. The findings illustrate a reciprocal
relationship wherein, despite Arabic's external influence on promoting compound
constructions, Persian continues to assert its identity through the re-establishment of
its linguistic roots.

The implications of this linguistic phenomenon extend beyond mere historical
narratives. The exploration of compound verbs in Persian offers insights into broader
questions about language evolution, identity construction, and cultural resilience
within a multilingual context. The dynamics at play in the Persian language illustrate
the intricate processes through which languages evolve and adapt, reflecting the
complexities of human history and intercultural interactions.

Moreover, this study raises critical considerations about the functions and roles of
language in social identity, integration, and cultural expression. As Persian speakers
navigated the confluence of Arabic influence and their linguistic heritage, they
engaged in a continual negotiation of identity, one that both embraced novel
structures and reverberated with traces of its past. Such dynamics underscore the
idea that a language's evolution is not merely a reflection of external pressures but is
also informed by internal drives to maintain continuity and coherence within a
shifting cultural landscape.

4. Conclusion

The question of why Persian predominantly employs compound verbs over simple
ones opens a multifaceted discussion that intersects historical linguistics,
sociolinguistics, and cultural studies. The interplay between Arabic influence and
the intrinsic evolution of Persian illustrates a profound narrative of adaptation and
resilience. By unearthing the layers of this phenomenon, we gain deeper insights into
how languages reflect the societies that speak them and how they adapt to new
stimuli and challenges over time.

Through our comprehensive examination of the historical context, we find that the
Persian language has emerged from a rich tapestry of influences, cultural exchanges,
and sociolinguistic dynamics. Understanding the scarcity of simple verbs in Persian
requires recognizing the complex historical trajectory that has shaped the language,
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particularly in light of significant events such as the Arab conquest. This pivotal
moment heralded not just a shift in power and culture but also a profound
transformation of language and expression that still resonates today.

In tracing the paths of linguistic change, we analyze how Persian speakers navigated
the waters of cultural and linguistic exchange brought on by the influx of Arabic
vocabulary and structures. The Persian-speaking community found itself in a
position where language could serve not only as a mechanism of communication but
also as a statement of identity, status, and cultural alignments. Compound verbs,
often infused with Arabic elements, became a hallmark of this evolving linguistic
landscape, reflecting both prestige and a desire to adapt to the newly dominant
cultural paradigm.

Moreover, the statistical analysis of Persian literature from various historical periods
provides empirical substantiation for our assertions. The rise and fall of simple
versus compound verbs are not mere fluctuations; they highlight the broader societal
shifts and attitudes toward language and identity that existed throughout Persian
history. By documenting this evolution with concrete data, we underscore the
essential role that socio-political factors played in molding the preferences of Persian
speakers.

In considering these linguistic trends and changes, we observe not only the linguistic
outcomes but also their implications for cultural continuity and change. The
emergence of compound verbs represents more than a grammatical evolution; it
embodies the adaptive strategies employed by Persian speakers to navigate a
changing world, maintaining cultural relevance and continuity. As the features of
Persian intertwine with those of Arabic, we witness how languages can reflect power
dynamics while simultaneously preserving aspects of their unique identities.
Indeed, this study reveals that while Arabic established a linguistic model that was
embraced by many Persian speakers, the inherent characteristics of Persian were not
entirely overshadowed. The gradual re-emergence of native Persian elements within
these compound structures signifies an important turning point, one that indicates
the resilience of the Persian language in resisting total linguistic assimilation. This
linguistic tenacity highlights the agency of Persian speakers in preserving their
identity even as they adapted to external influences.

As we reflect on the trajectory of Persian through its historical stages, we must also
acknowledge the complexities of language evolution as a reflection of human
experience. The sparse presence of simple verbs serves as a window through which
we can view the interplay between power, culture, and language. Moreover, it
prompts us to examine the ongoing developmental arcs that shape language in
contemporary contexts.

Modern Persian continues to adapt, evolving in response to globalization and
changing cultural contexts. The linguistic landscape today is characterized by a blend
of traditional and modern influences, reflecting the historical patterns established in
centuries past. The choice between using simple or compound verbs can often be
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influenced by context, formality, and even individual speaker preferences, as the
language continues to negotiate its identity in an ever-shifting world.

In conclusion, the question of why Persian does not predominantly utilize simple
verbs invites a detailed exploration of historical influences and cultural dynamics.
The interplay between Arabic's impact and the internal development of Persian has
resulted in a rich linguistic tapestry, where compound verbs stand out as a significant
feature. This ongoing evolution of language serves not only as an indicator of
cultural transformation but also as a testament to the resilience of linguistic identity
amidst change.

Ultimately, the study of Persian and its grammatical characteristics reveals much
about the interconnectedness of language, culture, and history. As we tread further
into the complexities of linguistic evolution, we recognize the enduring qualities of
language as a reflection of the human experience—from its historical roots to its
modern expressions, languages continue to shape and be shaped by the cultures and
communities who wield them. By emphasizing the unique features of Persian, we
enrich our understanding of how languages survive and thrive, even in the face of
nuanced and often seismic shifts. The teachings of this linguistic journey remind us
that language is not just a system of communication; it is a living testament to
identity, culture, and history.
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Middle Persian:
(1) nam kardan / nam-én-idan / nam-idan
name do.INF / name-CAUS/DENOM-INF/ name-INF

““to name, to call” Sundermann (1989:152)

(12) handarz kardan / handarz-én-idan
advice do.INF / advice-CAUS/DENOM-INF
“to give advice” Ciancaglini (2011:11f.).
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1. instigation
2. affectedness
3. denominative
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2. Token frequency
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